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Aiming at Ideal Foreign Language (English) Education—A Blind Spot of Cross-cultural Education—

Masaru Kurihara

[Abstract] Nowadays, foreign languages seem to be misunderstood as mere tools for communication. However,
there is a big difference between teaching a foreign language itself and teaching its hidden culture through a
foreign language. It is obvious that teaching a foreign language itself to the students is not equal to making them
understand other cultures. The ideal foreign language education should aim at the latter part. That is, covert
culture as well as overt culture should be taught by commanding foreign languages. For this purpose, it is
important for instructors to learn other cultures. In this sense, studying ‘Sociolinguistics’ and ‘Comparative
Culturistics’ is very important for foreign language instructors. Sometimes only one word which seems as a
counterpart between two different languages will have other values. In this paper, the difference of the image of

a Japanese word ‘tako’ and an English word ‘octopus’ is referred as an illustration.

[Key words] cross-cultural understanding, acculturation, foreign language (English) education, Sociolinguistics,

Comparative Culturistics





