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Behavioral Conceptualization of Tourist Flows between Japan and Thailand
by FUKUNAGA Akira

[Abstract] The purpose of this study is to identify the differences between Thai visitors to Japan and
Japanese visitors to Thailand, trying to establish a model concept on the relationships between the
economic development stages and the changes in travel patterns.

The study is based on the tourist flows between Japan and Thailand, which have been accelerated
greatly by the recent visa facilitation procedures between these two countries.

This paper compares the differences and assesses how the travel patterns have been influenced and
modified by the development of economy, mass media information, visa formalities, consumer behaviors
and so on in these two countries.

Results showed that there exist no substantial differences in the travel patterns between the two

countries. Both travelers have a positive liking for repeat travel and individually-arranged tours.

[Key Words] Japanese visitors to Thailand, Thai visitors to Japan, repeat travelers, packaged tours,
individually-arranged tours





