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An analysis of the fertility of the Tokushima-han Daimyo retainers of the middle class
by MURAKOSHI Kazunori

[Abstract] This paper presents an analysis of the fertility of the Tokushima-han Daimyo retainers of the mid-
dle class. I initially divided this population into two groups: one that belonged to the lower middle class

(ML) and the other that belonged to the upper middle class (MU) and then used genealogical data to cal-
culate the mean numbers of adult sons per head of household for each group (MNAS-ML and MNAS-MU,
respectively). I next examined the reliability of these numbers and concluded that the actual MNAS-ML
must have been larger than that calculated. I estimated the MNAS-MLs of the 17th and the 18th centuries
and proposed that the MNAS-MLs should be almost equal to the MNAS-MUs, and that the MNAS of the
entire middle class (MNAS-M) should be between 1.2 and 1.3, which was equal to the MNAS of the upper
class (MNAS-U). My previous study using micro-simulation analysis, which was based on demographic data
on the Uwajima-han Daimyo retainers of the upper class, showed that the MNAS should be 1.2 for a popula-
tion with a net reproduction rate (NRR) of 1. Thus, the NRR of the population of the Tokushima-han
Daimyo retainers of the middle class should have been almost equal to 1. I finally discuss how the Tokushi-
ma-han Daimyo retainers found candidates to adopt as sons for purposes of succession during the 18th cen-
tury and later, when their fertility rates were considerably lower than average. I also showed that many
adoptees originated not only from within the same class but also from within the upper, lower and even

common classes.

[Key Words] Tokugawa period / Samurai population / Net reproduction rate / Fertility, Social mobility



